
Lighting the way with 
touchless technology

Interactive digital displays pervade every aspect of our lives, be it for worth 
or play. All are based on a common technology - touch. COVID-19 has 
altered the way businesses operate and fuels the need for touchless technology in 
workplaces. Simmtronic’s new SPS.30 revolutionises professional scene plate control.



It’s hard to know exactly what to 
expect from work in 2022, especially 
with recent developments. COVID-19 
has altered the way businesses 
operate and people are 
understandably wary about using 
shared spaces, and touching 
communal surfaces has become a 
point of contention. 

Health and safety are an essential 
consideration when designing office 
spaces for a post-Covid world. Many 
businesses have noticed an increased 
level of interest among employees about 
hygiene. The ever-present requirement 
to minimise physical contact and demand 
for contactless interaction is met with the 
growing need for innovative, powerful and 
convenient tech. 

The pandemic certainly accelerated 
designers to look for ways of making 
office environments safer. Many 
workplaces are currently investigating 
how the number of touch points can be 
reduced. The Pandemic aside, office 
design aspects such as air quality and 
interactive controls are being picked up 
and invested in for the first time too. 

The crisis accelerated the need for 
revived, flexible office spaces filled with 
functions and services to help tenants 
to be more productive, whether that is 
sustainability, tech, or wellbeing solutions.

Covid-19’s immediate impact has pushed 
organisations to downsize, refresh their 
environments and make them better, and 
invest in more technology. People 
continue to be the driver for change.

Scientists have been direct in 
emphasising that the coronavirus can live 
on surfaces for hours and light switches 
are one of the many ways the disease can 
be transmitted. Simmtronic’s answer is a 
hygienic solution that prevents 
contamination of a shared surface and has
the same operational integrity as touch.

The introduction of the new SPS.30 
Gesture Scene Plate into our portfolio is a 
perfectly timed release, allowing lighting 
controls to be operated using simple 
hand gestures, eliminating the need for 
physical touch altogether, facilitating 
germ-free interactions, suitable for both 
new and existing buildings.

While it may not be possible, reasonable, 
or even desirable to eliminate touch of 
communal surfaces from our daily lives, 
activating the most used functions with 
simple hand gestures brings a balance of 
ease of use and hygiene.

The Scene Plate works by detecting 
changes in electric field caused by the 
presence of a conductive material. The 
human body is a conductor and so this 
technology works well. By simply waving 

“Simmtronic’s 
answer is a 
hygienic solution 
that prevents 
contamination of 
a shared surface 
and has the same 
operational 
integrity as 
touch.”

your hand in front of it, by way of the
introductory QR instructions, the device is 
configured to detect a range of simple
gestures and translate them into coded 
functions - lights can be turned on/off and 
dimmed up and down. 

“The SPS.30 was born out of exploration 
 of emerging technologies. We kept 
abreast of the available technologies and
while researching Time of Flight (ToF)
systems which typically use infrared
pulses to measure distances or track 
objects, we realised that we could 
implement a gesture recognition scene 
plate that enabled contactless operation. 
Looking for a better solution for gesture 
control we found near field solutions 
(which use electric fields) to work reliably 
and be competitive on pricing, allowing us 
to bring an exciting product to the market 
at an affordable price and keeping the 
same form factor as the SPS.20 
Advanced Colour Touch Screen”, explains 
Phil Knowles, Simmtronic’s Hardware 
Lead Engineer.

As cities slowly come back to life, 
(industry data suggests that just 20% of 
office space is currently occupied in the 
UK), businesses must adapt and adopt 
new measures and practices and reshape 
their workspaces to keep their employees 
and customer base safe, through their 
ability to automate and streamline 
essential office functions, such as turning

lights on and off – a daily and routine 
task.

Whatever the post-covid world looks 
like, most of us are going to be a little 
more conscious about germs. None of us 
are strangers to the role of technology. 
Installing touch displays to combat the 
pandemic represents the new reality of 
staying safe and getting back to work.


